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appointed the first Archaeological Superintendent in 1908, while the
present writer was appointed Superintendent in 1928, and later
Director. The work of the Department is found recorded in the
Annual Reports and in the Travancore Archaeological Series.

Travancore is rich in ancient temples: these are the oldest monu-
ments in which are preserved much of the archaeological, historical
and artistic relics of the State. Two of the distinguishing character-
istics of the typical Travancore temples are their wood carvings and
their peculiar gable style of architecture. Wood carving is, indeed,
one of the specialities of Travancore; and the temples and palaces,
even the humble homes of ordinary villagers, once abounded in some
kind of wood-work or other of great beauty and delicacy. The
architecture of Travancore is very different from that of the rest of
India. The circular central shrine surmounted by a conical dome,
the square hall in front of the shrine, and the quadrangular walk
round these, the small hall in front of the temple accommodating
in it the sacrificial altar, the triangular gables, and the dormer
windows, are all characteristic of Travancore.

Prehistoric antiquities exist in abundance on the hill-sides of
Travancore. These are mostly dolmens, menhirs and cromlechs.
No relics of the palaeolithic age are found in the State; but megalithic
monuments of the neolithic age are largely seen on the high
ranges, up to 4,000 feet. The dolmens are the most important monu-
ments of the megaliths. An examination of five of them, some
covered with earth, some not, shows them to be of dimensions
sufficient to contain several tombs, and formed of various crude
blocks of stone, the upper horizontal stone being supported on a
level with the earth by two or more vertical ones. Certain of the
dolmens have a summit cist; some have a single, some a double
circle of stones surrounding them, with two stones generally pro-
truding slightly through the surface of the tumulus. A noteworthy